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Holywell is an allergy aware zone. 

No nuts please! 
 

Non-Pupil Day - Friday 23rd October 
Half Term - Monday 26th to Friday 30th October 

End of Term – Friday 18th December 
 

Message from Mrs. Lowrey 
 

 
We have had an exciting week this week as the weather begins to 
change.  It feels like Autumn is definitely upon us, but this has not 
stopped us from getting outside – particularly true for our KS2 pupils 
who attended the Cross-Country festival yesterday.  It is such a privilege 
in this job to see our pupils achieve success and I watched our children 
go off with great pride yesterday.  For many youngsters, cross-country 

running can feel overwhelming, especially off site.   
 
For those pupils who felt highly anxious about attending, we are incredibly proud of you for 
supporting your teammates and to those who made personal efforts to run their race despite their 
nerves – huge well done from us!  For some, cross-country is also a chance to shine, of course!  A 
particular shout out to Harry – Harry, you just get faster and faster and you nearly won the race, 
just pipped at the post.  This is a wonderful achievement, Harry, congratulations on your 2nd place 
among over 100 boys in the race.  What a talent – keep it up, Harry! 
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mailto:holywell@thsp.org.uk


Punctuality 
 
Firstly, I must congratulate everyone on such improvements in attendance, which remains a focus 
for us as a school.  Please do keep this up, it is very much supporting the learning around school.  A 
factor for us, that you may not be aware of, is that punctuality is also a key factor to your child’s 
learning and attendance.  You may not be aware that registers are taken at 8.45am.  Arriving after 
8.45am leads to a late mark for your child and most importantly, they miss critical learning times 
and routines.  Our pupils are offered structured key learning between 8.30am and 8.45am and 
pupils benefit from settling in alongside their peers.  You may also not be aware that signing in after 
9am is recorded as unauthorised absence as the registers close at this time.  Thank you for your 
support in arriving at school in a timely manner – please do talk to the school if there is something 
that we can support with in this way.   
 
Harvest 
 
I am sure that you will have seen that the Harvest Festival is our planned service at Tawstock church 
on Thursday 22nd October.  Reverend Gary would like to invite parents to attend from 1.30pm for 
drinks and nibbles and we will have some of the work on display that will be presented during the 
service. 
 
As usual for the Harvest Service, we would be delighted to accept donations of goods for the Freedom 
Centre.  This year, we will be inviting pupils to bring in donations of goods to have on display as a 
Harvest collection.  We will welcome donations through the week commencing 19th October – 22nd 
October.  Typically, the centre require dried foods, tinned goods, coffee, biscuits and packeted goods.   
 
We would also like to invite pupils to take part in a Harvest related competition.  More details to 
follow next week in order for the children to take part next week. 
 
Swimming 
 
You should have received details this week of how we will be running our swimming lessons this 
year.  Just to clarify, swimming lessons will be offered this year for years 2-6 only and will be held 
over a 5 week period after half term.   
 
Clubs 
 
Thank you for your patience as we piece together our clubs offer for after half term.  As previously 
mentioned, we made the decision to prioritise parents’ evenings and settling before half term, but our 
clubs are currently being planned and these will be available after half term.  School council is now 
up and running and congratulations to Darcey and Helena who will be leading the school council as 
Chair and Vice Chair.  We are very fortunate to have so many who work well together and want to 
make a big difference – thank you to all of our school council members! 
 
Have a wonderful weekend! Mrs Lowrey X 

 
If you need to contact the school office via email, please ensure you use holywell@thsp.org.uk 
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Parents Evenings -   
Just a reminder to parents that on Tuesday 20th October and Wednesday 21st October we are inviting parents to 
come to talk to their child’s class teacher. Sign-up sheets are available in the main office if you have not yet booked a 
time. 
 
Diary Dates  
Friday 9th October – RAMM & Exeter Cathedral trip – KS2 + Year 2. 
Wednesday 21st October – Multi Sports Festival – Park School – Year 3. 
Thursday 22nd October – Harvest service at St Peters Church, Tawstock. 
Wednesday 11th November – Bike-ability Year 6 and possibly Year 5. 
Tuesday PMs - Swimming for KS2 Autumn Term. 
Friday 4th December – PTA Christmas Fair 
Thursday 17th December – Christingle Service at St Peters Church, Tawstock. 
Term Dates 
A full list of dates for the 2026/2027 academic year can be found on our website. Holywell Church of England School - 
Term Dates 
 
Holywell Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/share/18X8aa9giQ/ 
 
School Uniform 
All items are now available from Brandit, we do not hold any stock items in school. 
Brandit - Barnstaple 
 
School Menu – price £2.70 from September 2026 
These can be found on the school's website, and any amendments will be sent out in the newsletter or by separate 
communication. Holywell Church of England School - Home  
 
Piano/Flute/Recorder Tuition – Vacancies available. 
If your child is interested in starting lessons to learn any of the above instruments and your child is aged 6 years old or 
above, please contact Ania by email: 
 
aniaflute@gmail.com 
Ania will then liaise with you via email to arrange the lessons. 
 
 

Harbour Job Vacancies 
Harbour Schools Partnership Job Search 

Including vacancies at local schools 
 

 
Links you may find useful. 

 
Devon Family Hub - Monthly Newsletter. 

 
HANDi Paediatric app: advice for common childhood conditions - One Devon 

 
Online Safety 

https://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk/online-safety-videos/ 

 
Ticks 
 

Enjoy the great outdoors but #betickaware. - News 
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Extra School Information 

 
Useful Links and Information: 

Here are some useful links that may assist you with your query: 

 

In Year Admission Information - Apply for an in-year place - Education and Families (devon.gov.uk) School 

Catchment Area Checker - School designated (catchment) areas - Education and Families (devon.gov.uk) 

Admission Advice for international arrivals Admission advice for international arrivals - Education and Families 

(devon.gov.uk) 

Guide to School Appeals School admission appeals Archives - Education and Families (devon.gov.uk) School Term 

Dates School term dates - Education and Families (devon.gov.uk) 

School Admissions Team 

Telephone – 0345 155 1019 (Education Helpline) 
 
Free School Meals 

Check if your child can get free school meals and additional funding support. 

All children in reception, year 1 and year 2 at state schools in England automatically get free school meals. However, 

parents and guardians are encouraged to apply for free school meals when they enrol their child in school, as this can 

help their child’s school to attract additional ‘pupil premium‘ funding to support learning. 

From year 3 onwards, children whose parents are getting any of the following are entitled to free school meals: 

• Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as assessed 

by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods). 

• Income Support (IS). 

• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA). 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (IRESA). 

• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit. 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999. 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 

income that does not exceed £16,190). 

• Working Tax Credit run-on (the payment you get for a further 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working 

Tax Credit).

 
How to apply 

Apply through the Devon Citizens Portal. This is the quickest and easiest way to apply and will result in you getting 

an instant decision. Alternatively, call the Education Helpline on 0345 155 1019. 

 

 

School Transport 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-and-college-transport/ 

 

 

 

 

 

School and college transport 

– Education and Families 

School transport information, 

including free school 

transport. 

www.devon.gov.uk 
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